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twenties, particularly when it was shared by the Soviet states-
men. There was a time, undoubtedly, when he exaggerated
the western element in Czechoslovak life and when he forgot
that deeper than the western and democratic character of
Czechoslovakia lay the Slav bond which must always draw
Czechoslovakia closer to Russia than to any other European
power. Certainly Dr. BeneS sought to bring Russia back into
the European order. His early efforts of 1922 were defeated
by the dogmatic suspicions of the Bolsheviks, which led them
instead to form a * league of the defeated' with Germany.
Only in 1935 did the Czech-Soviet treaty provide the crown-
ing achievement of the Benes system in its old form. Still even
then he thought of the alliance with Russia as supplementary
to the Franco-Soviet treaty and even to the Anglo-Czech
friendship rather than the other way round. But the mistake
was not surprising. Dr. Benes was late in grasping the full
truth about Russia, But the Russian leaders were later still.
Even at the end of the nineteen thirties they had hardly an
inkling that Russia would soon become the mainstay of liberty
and security on the continent of Europe or that she would
resume her traditional duty of gathering the Slav peoples into
a free defensive association. In this case, as so often, though
Dr. Benes erred, he erred far less than any one else in Europe.
Metternieh said in exile: " Error has never approached
my spirit" The Metternieh system therefore was rigid, sterile
and doomed to failure. The BeneS system has grown with
events, until it has now become the basis of the European order
of the future. The Anglo-Soviet alliance, closely co-operating
with France on the one side and with Czechoslovakia on
the other, is the only path to European peace; and in this
structure of alliances Czechoslovakia, though the smallest of
the four, is the most important link. Thus has a brighter
future been born from the sufferings of the past In the Europe
of the nineteen thirties no wisdom or diplomatic cunning could
have saved the different countries from German conquest. In